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Funding to
help clear
the smoke

By LUCAS FORBES

THE Environment Protection Authority
has given Armidale Dumaresq Council
{ 560,000 to continue trying to reduce
wood smoke emissions.

Couneil sustainability coordinator
Caral Davies said the money would be
#7.| spent on education programs, rebates to

| encourage people to switch to more effi-
cient heaters and wood smoke patrols,

Most of the money will be spent on ed-
ucation programs, which Ms Davies said
will focus on the importance of burning a
fire hot so it produces less smoke:

Last year the state government award-
s ©d council with $50,000 even though they
BN asked for $60,000,

This year however, the state govern-
ment gave the full requested amount.

Ms. Davies thought this: could have
# bren influenced by Council winning an
1 award from Local Government NSW for

their program in reducing wood smoke.
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Ms Davies said Council was willing to
‘work with people who have smoky chim-
neys to help therm reduce their emissions.

“It’s not about pointing the finger it's
about encouraging people to use their
heaters better,” she said.




